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What changes for a third, fourth and fifth
DUI?

Visual analyses shared with the CDLA ListServ by Richard Middlebrook.

When news of four signed DUI bills reached the CDLA ListServ, members quickly moved

beyond the headlines. They asked how the description of a fifth-offense felony differs

from current law and which prior offenses count. Paul Burglin distilled the distinction:

under AB 1546, a third qualifying offense becomes a wobbler, a fourth remains a

wobbler, and a fifth or subsequent qualifying offense becomes a felony.

Richard Middlebrook then shared these two visual analyses to help members compare

the bills. The repeat-offense penalty changes take effect January 1, 2027. Some

separate provisions have later operative dates, so the text and qualifying priors matter

in an individual case. The exchange is exactly what makes our ListServ valuable:

members spotting a question in real time and sharpening the analysis together.

Read AB 1546  ·  Join the discussion on the CDLA ListServ.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1546


D I A M O N D  PA RT N E R  E D U C AT I O N  S E R I E S

What can alcohol monitoring technology
add to a DUI case?

Our Diamond Partner Educational Webinar

Series opens with a timely conversation

about Personal Alcohol Monitoring

Technology and DUI Prevention and

Defense.

Richard Middlebrook and James Murphy,

Senior Director at Mindr, will explore the

technology and its place in the practical

questions DUI lawyers face. Bring your

curiosity about the data, its limits and how it

may inform a case or a client conversation.

Thursday, October 29, 2026

5:00–6:00 p.m. PT

1.0 MCLE credit · Complimentary

It is an opportunity to learn directly from an

experienced DUI advocate and a leader in

monitoring technology, then carry those

insights into your own practice.

Register for the webinar →

https://www.californiaduilawyers.org/diamond-partner-education-series--keepr


S M A L L  G R O U P  E D U C AT I O N

April 2027 DMV and Criminal Writs &
Appeals Masterclass

All 15 seats are filled. The waiting list is open.
Cabo and Hawaii remain under consideration. Waiting-list deposit: $250.

Four days. Fifteen lawyers. A working

roadmap from the first issue to appellate

review.

From April 15–18, 2027, Richard Middlebrook

and Lara Gressley will lead an intensive,

destination-based class on DMV and criminal

writs and appeals. Expect real examples, forms,

issue development and direct access to both

instructors.

Learn to preserve the record at the hearing,

select and frame the strongest issues, draft

persuasive papers, meet deadlines and prepare

for the next level of review. Bring the questions

that have kept you from filing. The aim is to

leave ready to act.

Want the next available seat? Email 

Richard@KernCountyDUI.com with

“Masterclass waitlist” in the subject. CDLA will

confirm your position and provide deposit

instructions.

C O M M U N I T Y

Welcome to CDLA

Welcome to September’s new and returning members: Carey Durbin, Efren Nava and

Rob Samudrala.

mailto:Richard@KernCountyDUI.com?subject=April%202027%20Masterclass%20Waitlist


F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

A note from Samantha

I am grateful for the warm welcome as I begin serving CDLA. I want

to make it easier for you to access timely education, connect with

colleagues and use the full value of your membership. Please send

me your ideas and concerns.

Samantha M. Phillips

Executive Director

ed@californiaduilawyers.org

213-608-2988

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

Northern California Holiday Dinner Meeting

Thursday, December 10, 2026 · Trader Vic’s

We are returning to Trader Vic’s, one of our favorite spots, for the Northern

California Holiday Dinner Meeting. Save the date for a chance to reconnect with

colleagues over a wonderful evening together. Program and registration details are

coming soon.

C O M I C  R E L I E F

A little ListServ humor

California DUI Lawyers Association

californiaduilawyers.org | Contact the Executive Director

mailto:ed@californiaduilawyers.org
https://www.californiaduilawyers.org
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Does reading all 47
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CDLA DIAMOND PARTNER EDUCAT AL WEBINAR SERIES

Personal Alcohol Monitoring
Technology & DUI Prevention
and Defense

HOSTED ON ZOOM

An educational webinar exploring personal alcohol monitoring technology
and its relevance to DUI practice.

"8 Date: Time: MCLE: Cost:
Thursday, 5:00-6:00 PM 1.0 MCLE | Complimentary
October 29, 2026 Credit Hour

OUR PRESENTERS

JB | » ~]

Richard Middlebrook James Murphy
CDLA Executive Board Member | Former President | Y W e S
ACS-CHAL Forensic Lawyer-Scientist

Senior Director, Mindr

Registration Required

Register here:
https://www.californiaduilawyers.org/diamond-partner-education-series--keepr

PRESENTED BY THE CALIFORNIA DUI LAWYERS ASSOCIATION





